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BOOK REVIEWS 95 

p. 152); p. 116, the propempticon to Maecius Celer is entitled a "Send off"; p. 
163, "deeper thirst" is somewhat too suggestive of a bar or a beer-garden; p. 
106, "Roman liveried lay," while correct enough as a rendering of carmen 
togatum, seems excessively anatomical, at least in sound. G. J. Laing 

The University of Chicago 



Aus der Werdezeit des Christentums, by J. Geffcken (2d ed., 1909) ; 
Die Blutezeit der griechischen Kunst im Spiegel der Relief- 
sarkopkage, by H. Wachtler (1910); Die Sprachstamme des 
Erdkreises (1909), and Die Haupttypen des Sprachbaus, by 
F. N. Finck (1910). Recent issues in the "Aus Natur und 
Geisteswelt" Series. Leipzig: Teubner, 1909-10. 
The range of subjects in this great series of small volumes is as wide as that 
of an Encyclopaedia Britannica. It essays to put all learning into a summarized 
form, strictly scientific in character, and yet so phrased as to be readily com- 
prehended by the person of ordinary education. The volumes are of uniform 
appearance, moderate size (about 150 pp., 16 mo.), uniform price (M. 1.25, 
bound), and the design is to have each of them written by a well-known 
scholar in the special field concerned. The series has already reached an 
enumeration of some 175 numbers, and in general may confidently be recom- 
mended to students. In the recent issues before us Professor Geffcken discusses 
not so fully the external history of Christianity in its contact with the Greek 
world of theory and the Roman world of government, as its internal elements 
and tendencies, and the influence upon these of sundry philosophical and 
theological schools of thought. 

Professor Wachtler illustrates his description of Greek sculpture in its 
glorious days by examples chiefly in a single and less popularly known field, 
that of the relief, treating at fuller length the finer examples of sarcophagi 
(the satrap-sarcophagus, the Lycian, that of the mourning women, the Alex- 
ander-sarcophagus, and finally the Amazon-sarcophagus at Vienna). Pro- 
fessor Finck, in his two volumes, essays the harder task of summarizing for the 
ordinarily intelligent reader the present, if not the final, results attained by the 
investigators of language concerning the classification and general character- 
istics of the world's great medley of tongues. A somewhat appalling, if also 
enlightening, idea of the number of these differentiated languages and dialects 
may be gained by consulting the index of his Sprachstamme, which contains, by 
a rough calculation, over 2,200 names. For a most excellent summary of the 
characteristics of the different types of speech the reader must turn to the 
Haupttypen, where as examples the Chinese, Greenland, Ssubija (on the upper 
Zambesi), Samoan, Arabic, Greek (modern vernacular), and Georgian languages 
are described, with careful analytic specimens of their connected speech. This 
is the volume of all the four thus briefly mentioned that is likely to hold the 
reader longest. E. T. M. 



